St. Kieran Catholic Church
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 14, 2021
Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God.
— 1 Corinthians 10:31

Notes from Fr. John

T
oday we celebrate the Sixth
Sunday in Ordinary Time. Today as

we deal with the Covid-19 virus our
readings speak of another illness,
leprosy. Our scientists and doctors tell
us what we must do to keep the Covid
virus in check. We are to distance ourselves from one
another, we are to wear masks, and we are to wash
and sanitize our hands. In the time of Aaron, the leper
was to rent their garments, muffle their beard and stay
outside the camp. At least two of the three recommendations from Aaron aren’t all that different from today,
cover your beard/mouth, and stay distant from others.
Those were the rules for two thousand years. Then
Jesus comes. He doesn’t discount the rules given by
Aaron, but he adds one of his own, compassion.
Jesus speaks to the leper at the risk of being infected,
and that connection helps the person heal. We too
are called to connect with one another even in the
midst of the pandemic. It doesn’t mean we flaunt
the guidelines given to us for our safety, but rather
within the guidelines we look for ways to connect with
one another. Illness does not trump community. As
followers of Jesus we are called to live in community.
We are called to actions that serve the common good
of all. We are family. May our actions during this
pandemic show our commitment to common good for
all God’s family.
Today we celebrate Valentine’s day. Hopefully
by now you have shown your love to all those around
you. If you get a chance, I encourage you to read the
beginning of the Book of Genesis. Read the story of
creation through the eyes of a God who is so full of
love, that God just can’t contain himself. So, God
begins to create “good” things, including but not
limited to the sky, stars, earth, sun, plants and
animals. Finally, God creates people out of clay and

breathes life into them. He makes the people in his
breathes life into them. He makes the people in his
own image. Then he makes what was created even
better by cultivating this great garden and placing the
people in the Garden. It kind of makes our boxes of
candy and bouquets of flowers look pretty weak. But
the important piece is that God’s relationship with us
is a love story. It is about putting the other first and
doing everything in our power to make that person
know our love and care. Today I hope all of you have
a great Valentine’s Day.
This Wednesday we celebrate the beginning
of the season of Lent. Ash Wednesday begins the
journey of conversion for all of us. It is a day of private
commitment and public commitment. We commit
ourselves to changing our lives to be more in line with
Jesus’ teachings. We look to turn away from the sins
that hold us back and follow the Gospel. Remember
Gospel means good news. I hope that all of us make
that commitment to not only look for good news in
our lives and world, but also to create Good News.
This is the Lenten message. Live in the light and cast
darkness away.
Like all the celebrations we are allowed to do
now in the church, you must register to come to mass
on Ash Wednesday. If you choose to begin the
season of Lent with mass, we will be distributing
ashes during the mass. What will look different is how
you will receive ashes. The ashes will not be smeared
on your forehead in the sign of the cross, rather they
will be sprinkled on top of your head. Though unusual
to us, this sprinkling on the top of the head is the
usual tradition in Rome and much of Europe. During
the pandemic it is seen as a safe way to still receive
ashes without fear of contagion. I personally like the
idea of a new way of doing something. It makes us
think more and hopefully that will show in a more
intense celebration of Lent.
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Notes from Father Tom

T

he word ‘Lent’ comes from the same root as the word ‘lengthen’. If we look
outside, we can begin to notice that daylight is beginning to get a little bit longer. The
darkest days are behind us; even on the cold days that remain, we can begin to
believe that spring will come. If we look out for one another, do with a little bit less so
that others can have enough to survive, we can all make it through these troubling
times. Lent is not meant to be a time of suffering for suffering’s sake but rather a time to have and bring
hope to our world. We are a Resurrection people, not just one day a year but in all that we are. Use
these coming weeks of Lent to find a reason for hope and bring that gift of springtime to those entrusted
to your care.
Fr. Tom K
A PRAYER FOR LENT BY EDWARD HAYS
May you live these Lenten days not in purple penitential denial
but in the joyfulness of the intimate embrace of your Blessed God.
May you hear on the Lenten winds your beloved calling you daily
to go apart from your routine time to spend desert time with your God.
Then your heart can be freshly aflame with a lover’s delight in your God.
May you have a blessed and grace-filled Lenten season
so as to be a new person in Christ in alleluia on Holy Easter.

Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule
Our Masses with distribution of Ashes are schedule for Wednesday, February 17
at 8AM & 6:30PM. Attendance to Mass is limited by the Archdiocese and the
State, please use our reservation system.
Reservations will be taken through our website at stkieranchurch.org OR by phone
at (708) 755-0074 during office hours. Online reservations cut off for signup will be on February 16, 2021
at noon.
Distribution of Ashes During the Coronavirus Pandemic
Priests will be taking special precautions this year when distributing ashes on Ash Wednesday, including
sprinkling ashes on the top of each person’s head rather than using them to make a cross on foreheads.
The sprinkling of ashes on the top of the head is an ancient tradition. The liturgical use of ashes originated in the Old Testament times. Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality and penance. Jesus also made
reference to ashes:
Referring to towns that refused to repent of sin, although they had witnessed the miracles and heard the
gospel, our Lord said, “If the miracles worked in you had taken place in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
reformed in sackcloth and ashes long ago” (Matthew 11:21).
The early Church continued the usage of ashes for the same symbolic reasons. Also during this time,
for those who were required to do public penance, the priest sprinkled ashes on the head of the person
leaving confession.

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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Parish News and Events
Journey of Stones:
5 Week Bible Study via Zoom
Wednesdays, February 24-March 24
7:00-8:00pm
Drawing on the rich imagery of rocks and
stones in Scripture, we will reflect on the
Scriptures for the purpose of nurturing our faith
and changing our hearts as we journey through
Lent. Please join us. Contact Margie Wegrzyn
at mwegrzyn@saintagnes.us to sign up or for
more information.
February 24 Written in Stone
Bible Text: Exodus 32
March 3 Rejected Stones
Bible Text: Matthew 21:33-46
March 10 A Rock and a Hard Place
Bible Text: John 8:2-11
March 17 Stones Cry Out
Bible Text: Luke 19:28-40
March 24 The Stone Still Rolls
Bible Text: Mark 16:1-8

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal
Come, follow me …
and bring hope to the world
Our parish is conducting our campaign for the
Annual Catholic Appeal. Please remember that the
Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a
one-time special collection. It is a pledge campaign
where you can make a gift payable in installments.
The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, follow
me … and bring hope to the world,” was selected
because as disciples of Jesus, we follow the
Master who both gives us hope and sends us to
bring his hope to our world that needs it so much.

Saint Kieran Is Now
Live Streaming Masses
St. Kieran’s 5 PM Saturday weekend Mass and
Tuesday to Friday 8 AM weekday Masses are now
available online. You can view them anytime
either from our website, by going to YouTube on
your smart tv, or on your computer at
youtube.com.
You can access them from our website, by going
to stkieranchurch.org, then going to the image
listed and just click to enter OR by watching them
with a Smart TV by visiting YouTube.com and
searching for “St Kieran Catholic Church Chicago
Heights IL”. If you subscribe to our channel, you
can receive an email notification from YouTube
when we are live streaming Mass.

Each pledge makes a difference! All parishes
communities participate in the campaign and the
gifts of many enable our parishes, schools and
ministries to deliver needed services. Thank you
for your prayerful consideration and generous
response.
To make your gift, you can complete the mail-in
giving envelope available at church or make a gift
online at annualcatholicappeal.com

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for
FEBRUARY 2021
Universal intention‐ Violence against women
We pray for women who are victims of
violence, that they may be protected by
society and have their sufferings considered
and heeded.
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Our Troops

Marian Adamczyk
Kim Alexander
Dennis Bandera
Colleen Brooks
Jay Burleyson
Bob DeBoer
Jan DeBoer
Philip Cameli
Janel Compton
Jack DeLaney
Kathie Diette
Chris Dymek
Ava Emroll
Bob Flaws
Bill Flaws
Mary Flaws
John Formentini
Patty Formentini
Lucy Janaszak

Marlene Gaughan
Keri Gelsosomo
Kimberly Giles
Thomas Haggerty
Dominick Hamilton
Beverly Hollingsworth
Pamela Jacks
Belinda James
Lucy Janaszak
Crystal Kelly
Jim Kelly
Daniel Klauck
Rose Klauck
Joyce Lagone
Jane Leahy
Nick LoBue
Paul Lukacek
Chris Mann
Sara Mann

Jeannine Montgomerie
Chloe Ochoa
Sue Osborn
Bernice Pappalardo
Paula Pera
Carol PeBenito
Jerry Plucienik
Jerry Piunti
Mary Prisco-Rodriguez
Ramón L. Santiago
James Schunk
Sally Sklar
Ray Smith
Sandi Smith
Gayle Tama
Nancy VanHoutegan
Sister Joy Weideman
Police & Fire Departments,
and All First Responders

... and all who are ill or injured, in a hospital or a nursing home, as well as their relatives and caregivers.
Prayer list is being updated.
To add a name to our Pray for the Sick/Injured or Our Troops List, please contact the rectory office.

Tuesday, February 16 – Mardi Gras; Shrove Tuesday
8:00 a.m. • No intentions
Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday; Fast and Abstinence;
Almsgiving

8:00 a.m. • No intentions
6:30 pm • No intentions
Thursday, February 18 – Weekday
8:00 a.m. • Ken Rabka, req. by Mary Anne Clairmont
Friday, February 19 – Abstinence
8:00 a.m. • No intentions
Saturday, February 20 – Weekend
5:00 p.m. • Richard Czarnecki,
req. by Dick & Debbie Linde
• Raymond Spych,
req. by Paul Lukacek Family
Sunday, February 21 – First Sunday of Lent; Rite of Election; Rite of
Calling the Candidates to Continuing Conversion; Rite of Sending

10:00 a.m. • Thomas Maxwell, req. by Mary Prior
• Michelina Mancini,
req. by her son Giacomo & Family
• Jim Cameron ,
req. by Mary Lou & Dan Segebarth
• Joyce Lagone,
req. by Ray & Charlene Brower

Air Force
E-3 Conor Fitzgerald
Major Anthony O"Shea
Army
PFC Roman Ambriz
E5 Patrick Atwater
Pavel (P.J.) Borak
Sgt. Brenden Flanagan
Sgt. James R. Hibbs
Sgt. Lucas Johnson
PFC Lee James Roché
CWO Thomas J. Seehausen
Coast Guard
Luke Stocker
Marine Corps
SSgt. John Henry
LCpl. Joseph Johnson
Sgt. Patrick Russell
SSgt. Nathan Taylor
National Guard
Captain Paul LaBelle
Navy
Rachel Steinmetz
Peace Corps
Hannah Basham

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The leper will dwell apart, making an
abode outside the camp (Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46).
Psalm — I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you
fill me with the joy of salvation (Psalm 32).
Second Reading — Do everything for the glory of God;
be imitators of Christ (1 Corinthians 10:31 — 11:1).
Gospel — The leprosy left him immediately, and he was
made clean (Mark 1:40-45).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21;
Mk 8:11-13
Tuesday:
Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b,
9c-10; Mk 8:14-21
Wednesday: Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-6ab, 12-14, 17;
2 Cor 5:20 — 6:2; Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Thursday:
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 9:22-25
Friday:
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-6ab, 18-19; Mt 9:14-15
Saturday:
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-6; Lk 5:27-32
Sunday:
Gn 9:8-15; Ps 25:4-9; 1 Pt 3:18-22;
Mk 1:12-15

Dennis Tavoletti

St. Kieran Catholic Church
724 West 195 Street, Chicago Heights IL 60411
Visit our Website at www.stkieranchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement:
St. Kieran Parish is a Catholic community within the Archdiocese of Chicago. Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
nourished by Scripture and Sacrament, we are called by Christ to become disciples and stewards. Through worship,
fellowship, catechesis, and service to all God’s children, we embrace our Lord’s challenge to live as family and be
his witnesses, beginning here in Chicago Heights.

Parish Staff:
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Kasputis, Associate Pastor
Rev. William O’Mara, Resident Associate

Rev. Erasto Nyoni, Associate Pastor
Deacon David Dutko
Deacon Emil Vasek

Weekend Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 5 PM; Sundays at 10 AM
Weekday Masses are celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated by appointment
Rectory Office: 708/755-0074, Fax: 708/856-0267
Hours of Operation: 9 AM to 3 PM (Monday—Thursday)
Sheila Porrata, Bulletin Editor, stk-bulletineditor@comcast.net
Emily Hernandez, Parish Secretary, stk-parishsecretary@comcast.net

Religious Education Office, located at St. Agnes, 708/754-0713
Teri Klopp, Coordinator, stk-reoffice@comcast.net

Director of Music:
Mrs. Joanne Rossbach, 708/755-0074

Parish Ministries:
Knights of Columbus: Rick Schulp, 708/957-2056, email: GKCouncil997@gmail.com
Parish Council: Keith Betton, Kevin Deenihan, Sue Habegger, Tony Narcisi, Dave Nozar,
Terry Shelley, and Joe Sopron. Contact us at stk-ppc@outlook.com
St Kieran Women's Club: Teri Klopp, 708/912-3773, email: stkieranwomensclub@gmail.com

SACRAMENTAL/IMPORTANT INFORMATION
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact the Rectory Office to make arrangements.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Contact the Rectory Office at least six month prior to date of marriage.
SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST TO THE HOMEBOUND: Please contact the Rectory Office to set-up visits.
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: For adults who wish to know more about the Roman Catholic faith, please
contact the Rectory Office and the Director of Religious Education will contact you.
NEW PARISHIONERS: To become a member, please contact the Rectory Office for a registration form.
BULLETIN/PARISH CALENDAR: Bulletin information should be submitted by email to the Bulletin Editor. Contact
the Office for arrangements to use parish facilities.

275 W. 201st St., Chgo. Hts.
Evening & Saturday Hours

START BANKING
195 E. Joe Orr Rd., Chicago Heights
28 area locations! 1-877-866-0202
www.oldsecond.com
Member FDIC

Enjoy Great Food While
Dining in a Country
Atmosphere

9 E. Main Street • Glenwood, IL

708.757.7171
REES AUTOMOTIVE

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Skyline Restaurant
• Breakfast • Lunch • Catering

708-755-1118

www.TrueHeightstx.com

6am - 3pm

Lake Perch, Ocean Perch, Cod,
Alaskan Whitefish, Shrimp or Chicken

Now Accepting New Clients
Comprehensive Mental Health
Counseling for the Community

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

222 Vollmer Road Suite AA
Chicago Heights

Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily
FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 4pm - 9pm
ALL YOU CAN EAT

TRUE HEIGHTS
TREATMENT

(CST 2117990-70)

DR. FRANK NARCISI

PODIATRY • FOOT SURGERY
754-8161

1016 Dixie Hwy.
Chicago Heights, IL

708.248.7039

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

18230 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430
708-798-5300
www.tews-ryanfh.com

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

Jim & Laura Rees
“Automobile Specialists
For All Your Auto Needs”

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

708-747-5700

550 W. 14th St. Rt. 30, Chicago Hts.

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte.30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

The time for life insurance is now!
Danny Schwab, Agent
149 E Main Street
Glenwood, IL 60425-1756
Bus 708.758.6400
dannyschwab.com
danny@dannyschwab.com
Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo.

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

billed quarterly

• One Free Month
•

No Long-Term Contract

• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
INTEREST
FREE
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Please Ask For Details

Receive a $25 Darden card with
FREE in-home estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25.Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are
not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail
or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any
other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Darden and is
subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 03/31/21.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
000226 St Kieran Church

www.jspaluch.com
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