St. Kieran Catholic Church
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
July 12, 2020
You have crowned the year with your bounty,
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest.
— Psalm 65:12

Notes from Fr. John

T
oday we celebrate the Fifteenth
Sunday in ordinary Time. The first

two readings give the listener hope.
The reading from Isaiah tells us that
God will shower blessings on us, and
those blessings will fulfil God’s plans.
If we listen God will achieve his goals. In Paul’s
letter to the Romans he reminds the people that
the present hardships will be turned into joy. Our
groaning will become singing. But all of it depends
on our willingness to hear what God tells us and put
it into practice. That’s what the Gospel is all about.
Jesus teaches in parables hoping he will catch a
few more followers. Jesus will use whatever is at
his disposal to save the people. He is trying to get
through to a people who have turned a deaf ear to
God and God’s wishes. This week as we once
again gather in person, I think the Gospel speaks to
all of us. We are tired of hearing about the Covid-19
virus and want to wish it away. We begin to tune out
the scientists, doctors, and leaders who call on us
to become heroes. We are tired and we just want it
to go away. But all good takes work. As Christians
we can become the source of change. By little
actions like staying home, distancing when in
public, wearing masks, and washing our hands
we become the solution instead of the problem.
Throughout history people have tackled problems
or created them. Jesus’ message is one of tackling
the problems of our day. Two thousand years after
Jesus and the problems don’t look that different.
Whether it is economic issues, racism, healthcare,
education, or polarizing politics, are you a solution
or are you adding to the problem? Jesus tells his
closest disciples to open their ears and do what it
takes to change the world. Be a hero!
Today I would like to thank everyone
who has been working to make our reopening a
possi-bility. Special thanks to Margie Wegrzyn at
St. Agnes and Joe Sopron at St. Kieran. They have
worked hard to build the teams needed for our

reopening. Thanks to all of you who have volunteered as a greeter, usher, or cleaner. Though the
names of the positions are ones we recognize the
job is different. The greeter isn’t there to ask how
the family is and what have you been up to? They
will be checking for your name on the signup sheet
and they will ask you questions about your health
and the health of those you are in contact with. The
Usher will spray sanitizer into your hands and take
you to a designated seat in the church. It may not
be where you want to go, but because of cleaning
and the health and safety of everyone it may be
your seat this week. The ushers will again spray
sanitizer into your hands just before you receive
communion. And then they will gently ask you to
leave and to keep your distance. When mass is
complete, the cleaners will kick in and clean the
church before the next service. The titles look
the same but what they are asked to do is different.
Finally, I want to thank everyone for their patience
during these new times that we live in. Remember
the volunteers are doing what they have been
asked to do, and the Archdiocese has put these
rules into place for our safety. Personally, I am at
my best when I think I am being a hero. What we
all do can change the world.
School registration continues at St. Agnes for
the 2020-21 school year. I was very proud of the
teachers, staff and Mr. Lungaro our principal when
in a day they went from in person learning to at
home computer learning. That wasn’t easy, but they
rose to the occasion. The plan now is for in person
teaching. We will work to ensure the safety of our
children and teachers while providing a in person
experience. If or when the need arises, we will
also be prepared to go online. If you would like to
register for the school, please call Karen Hamilton
our school secretary at 708-756-2333. She will be
happy to answer your questions.
Finally, on behalf of all of the priests and
staffs of both St. Agnes and St. Kieran, it is good to
be back with you. Stay safe and stay strong.
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Notes from Fr. Tom

T

he Gospel ‘good news’ message that we hear today is that through the life and
preaching of Jesus, God’s kingdom that had been foretold by the prophets has finally
arrived. The old world of sin and violence and confusion and lack of connection
between people and God can no longer be; just as in the beginning God spoke and
the universe was made, so now God spoke and the ‘Word became flesh’ and all the
possibilities of a new world have been created.

Hearing 'the Word ' has left people to the choice of either accepting or rejecting this new
world, this ‘Kingdom of God’ - becoming a part of this new creation and in turn being an active
agent of the end of the old and the inbreaking of the new, witnessing God’s continuing activity and
co-operating with it to make it a reality more and more in our world.
The seeds have been sowed and an incredible harvest is growing according to God’s plan.
All the obstacles that still do exist to the spreading of the Word of God will not prevent that great
harvest from happening. So have eyes to see the possibilities of peace and justice that are
happening; ears to hear the words of encouragement and healing that are spoken even now;
realize that each of us who chooses to be are the seeds of a new world scattered by God and
trusted to accomplish God’s divine will in the smallest of actions and the greatest of deeds.
The promise of a future harvest has been made; be aware of your invited role in this Divine
plan and don't be afraid. For just as the rain comes down and waters the earth, and does what God
intends, so every choice for good that is made by you and others around you ends an old world
and brings a new one into being.
Father Tom K

Looking for volunteers to help
with the reopening of the church
With the opening of the church for Mass, Baptisms, Funerals and Weddings, we
are looking for volunteers to help safely check parishioners in for Mass and other
services. While we have some volunteers, with the opening for Mass more will be
needed.
Mass attendance will require registering either online through the parish website stkieranchurch.org
or calling the parish house and requesting to participate in a particular Mass. Since only those who
register will be allowed entry for that particular service, we need greeters to check them in at the
door, ask questions regarding their health etc., then Ushers, seating them in marked pews.
This is the new reality to insure we do our best to prevent the spread of covid-19 as we move
forward in our worship life.
If you think you may be interested in participating in this new and necessary ministry,
Join us.
Thursday July 9th 6:pm
at St. Kieran church
As with everything today there are cautions, we must be aware of. Anyone with underlying medical
conditions should not consider volunteering. Also, if you are 65 or over which is considered a
vulnerable age group, you should asses your own condition before you volunteer.
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Parish News & Events

Greetings Religious Education Families! Despite
the interruption in our regular routine due to the
pandemic, registration for 2020-2021 Religious
Education classes is open and ongoing.
Registration forms are available on both the
St. Kieran and St. Agnes parish websites.
Completed forms should be returned by mail
or scanned and e-mailed to the St. Agnes/St.
Kieran Religious Education Office as soon as
possible. Mailing address is 1501 Chicago Road,
Chicago Heights, IL 60411. The e-mail address
is: stk-reoffice@comcast.net. Although we do not
yet know how RE classes will take place in the
next school year, or when they will begin, the
deadline for registration is still August 28, 2020.
We need your registrations in order to make
necessary plans. There’s nothing for you to lose
by sending the registration in—we don’t even
ask for a deposit! Please stay safe and healthy.

The St. Kieran Women’s Club wishes good health,
happiness, and blessings to the following
members who are celebrating a birthday in the month
of

July

Charlene Brower
Joan Cliff
Sr. Santina DeLuca, O.P.
Ann Maria Gornick
Sr. Ida Green, O.S.F.
Sue Habegger
Joanne Karwowski
Judy Longo
Lois McCann
Jane Rossi
Anne Scott
Joan Vallero
Alice Wolff

Happy Birthday and God bless You!
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Parish News & Events
"Lloyd, I'd like to try a little experiment; will you do this with me?
Let's just take five minutes to think about all the people who have loved us into being . . . "
Since "The Lockdown," I'm sure many of us have been watching an inordinate amount of television
programming. The quote (above) is from the movie Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood, starring
Matthew Rhys, as journalist Lloyd Vogel, and Tom Hanks, as Mr. Rogers. For me, this is the
climax of the movie, when we finally realize just how troubled Lloyd has become. Lloyd and
Mr. Rogers are in a diner having lunch and Mr. Rogers proposes this exercise. What follows next
is several seconds of silence in which the observer is forced to do the exercise along with the
actors. It's a very pivotal moment.
Over thirty-five years ago, I walked into a meeting of people who would be starting a new Religious
Education Program at St. Paul Church in Chicago Heights. I had volunteered to be of service
doing business work. When I entered the meeting, the woman who would become my "Earth
Mother" handed me a catechist manual. I tried to give it back and said, "I'm not going to be
teaching." She just said, "Well, hold it during the prayer service because everyone is holding one."
I have been holding that book ever since then.
I have ministered to the wonderful people of this community at three different parishes: St. Paul,
St. Agnes, and St. Kieran. I have served as Director of Religious Education Programs at all of
these churches. I have served in two schools—St. Agnes and St. Kieran. Twenty-five of those
years were spent specifically in catechesis, with these last ten years as Business Manager. I think
it's safe to say that I have met, along the way, people of all backgrounds, ethnicities, family
situations, traditions, and culture. I have followed the Spirit wherever it has led, sometimes kicking
and screaming, but have never been disappointed with the blessings that journey has given to me.
I have been blessed with a wonderful opportunity to minister in a way in which I stayed true to
myself. I have been blessed with the great priests that have directed and taught me to listen to my
inner soul. I have been blessed to have worked with two Principals who did nothing but support
me, even when the ideas I had were, let's say, "hare-brained." I have been blessed to be a
resource to wonderful teachers and catechists, who give of themselves in ways that most people
would not understand. I have been blessed with the parishioners of all three churches, who, for the
most part have become the dearest friends I have ever had. And . . . I have been blessed with the
(dare I say) thousands of young people that, I dearly hope, took away my joy in Christ if nothing
else has been remembered.
I has truly been a joy to have lived my life in this ministry. As I retire, memories keep flooding into
my consciousness and each one has a face, a smile, a touch, a hug, a challenge, and always,
always the grace of God. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for "loving me into being." I will
always be grateful for your love and support. God Bless!
Sandy Vasek,
Catechist,
Coordinator of Religious Education,
Certified Lay Minister,
Director of Religious Education,
Business Manager
RETIRED!!!
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Our Troops

Air Force
E-3 Conor Fitzgerald
Major Anthony O"Shea

There are dates available
throughout 2020 to purchase flowers
dedicated to a loved one
for the Holy Family Shrine
in the Church.

Army
PFC Roman Ambriz
E5 Patrick Atwater
Pavel (P.J.) Borak
Sgt. Brenden Flanagan
Sgt. James R. Hibbs
Sgt. Lucas Johnson
PFC Lee James Roché
CWO Thomas J. Seehausen
Coast Guard
Luke Stocker
Marine Corps
SSgt. John Henry
LCpl. Joseph Johnson
Sgt. Patrick Russell
SSgt. Nathan Taylor
National Guard
Captain Paul LaBelle
Navy
Rachel Steinmetz
Peace Corps
Hannah Basham

Tuesday, July 14 – St. Kateri Tekakwitha
8:00 a.m.
• John Dykas,
req. by Amy & Tony Dykas
• Shirley Capriotti,
req. by Angelo & Jean Ciambrone
Wednesday, July 15 – St. Bonaventure
8:00 a.m.
• No intentions
Thursday, July 16 - Our Lady of Mount Carmel
8:00 a.m.
• Purgatorial Society
Friday, July 17 – Weekday
8:00 a.m.
• Rosemary Tierney,
req. by Gina, John & Marissa DePaoli
Saturday, July 18 – St. Camillus de Lellis; Blessed Virgin Mary
5:00 p.m.
• Dana Wittman,
req. by Dick & Debbie Linde
• Anthony Bruno,
req. by Carol Bruno & family
Sunday, July 19 – Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
10:00 a.m. • Grace Spindler, req. by husband John
• Virginia Dillon, req. by William Dillon
• Living & Deceased Members of the
Knights of Columbus, Council 997

Marian Adamczyk
Daniel Klauck
Kim Alexander
Rose Klauck
Dennis Bandera
Nick LoBue
Bob DeBoer
Nelly Mena
Jan DeBoer
Jeannine Montgomerie
Philip Cameli
Chloe Ochoa
Janel Compton
Sue Osborn
Jack DeLaney
Bernice Pappalardo
Kathie Diette
Carol PeBenito
Chris Dymek
Jerry Plucienik
Ava Emroll
Jerry Piunti
Laurie Emroll
Mary Prisco-Rodriguez
Bob Flaws
Ramón L. Santiago
John Formentini
Sally Sklar
Marlene Gaughan
Ray Smith
Keri Gelsosomo
Sandi Smith
Kimberly Giles
Gayle Tama
Thomas Haggerty
Bess Vallese
Dominick Hamilton
Nancy VanHoutegan
Beverly Hollingsworth
Sister Joy Weideman
Belinda James
Police & Fire Departments,
Lucy Janaszak
and All First Responders
... and all who are ill or injured, in a hospital or a nursing
home, as well as their relatives and caregivers.

Prayer list is being updated. To add a name to our Pray for
the Sick/Injured or Our Troops List, please contact the
rectory office.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — My word will achieve the end for which
it was sent (Isaiah 55:10-11).
Psalm — The seed that falls on good ground will yield a
fruitful harvest (Psalm 65).
Second Reading — We, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan within ourselves awaiting the redemption
of our bodies (Romans 8:18-23).
Gospel — Some seed fell on rich soil and produced fruit
(Matthew 13:1-23 [1-9]).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 10:34 — 11:1
Tuesday:
Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15;
Mt 11:25-27
Thursday:
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-21;
Mt 11:28-30
Friday:
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 16;
Mt 12:1-8
Saturday:
Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21
Sunday:
Wis 12:13, 16-19; Ps 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16;
Rom 8:26-27; Mt 13:24-43 [24-30]

St. Kieran Catholic Church
724 West 195 Street, Chicago Heights IL 60411
Visit our Website at www.stkieranchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement:
St. Kieran Parish is a Catholic community within the Archdiocese of Chicago. Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
nourished by Scripture and Sacrament, we are called by Christ to become disciples and stewards. Through worship,
fellowship, catechesis, and service to all God’s children, we embrace our Lord’s challenge to live as family and be
his witnesses, beginning here in Chicago Heights.

Parish Staff:
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Kasputis, Associate Pastor
Rev. William O’Mara, Resident Associate

Rev. Erasto Nyoni
Deacon David Dutko
Deacon Emil Vasek

Weekend Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 5 PM; Sundays at 8 AM and 10 AM
Weekday Masses are celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Communion Services are celebrated on Mondays at 8:00 a.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Rectory Office, 708/755-0074:
Hours of Operation: 9 AM to 3 PM (Monday—Thursday)
Sandy Vasek, Office Manager, stk-business@comcast.net
Sheila Porrata, Bulletin Editor, stk-bulletineditor@comcast.net
Emily Hernandez, Parish Secretary, stk-parishsecretary@comcast.net

Religious Education Office, located at St. Agnes, 708/754-0713
Teri Klopp, Coordinator, stk-reoffice@comcast.net

Director of Music:
Mrs. Joanne Rossbach, 708/755-0074

Parish Ministries:
Knights of Columbus: David Nozar, 708/267-8253
Parish Council: Keith Betton, Kevin Deenihan, Sue Habegger, Tony Narcisi, Dave Nozar,
Terry Shelley, and Joe Sopron. Contact us at stk-ppc@outlook.com
St Kieran Women's Club: Teri Klopp, 708/912-3773, email: stkieranwomensclub@gmail.com

SACRAMENTAL/IMPORTANT INFORMATION
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact the Rectory Office to make arrangements. Regular Baptismal Sundays are the
first and third Sundays of the month at 11:30 a.m.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Contact the Rectory Office at least six month prior to date of marriage.
SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST TO THE HOMEBOUND: Please contact the Rectory Office to set-up visits.
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: For adults who wish to know more about the Roman Catholic faith, please
contact the Rectory Office and the Director of Religious Education will contact you.
NEW PARISHIONERS: To become a member, please contact the Rectory Office for a registration form.
BULLETIN/PARISH CALENDAR: Bulletin information should be submitted by email to the Bulletin Editor. Contact
the Office Manager for arrangements to use parish facilities.

DR. FRANK NARCISI

PODIATRY • FOOT SURGERY
754-8161
275 W. 201st St., Chgo. Hts.
Evening & Saturday Hours

195 E. Joe Orr Rd., Chicago Heights
28 area locations! 1-877-866-0202
www.oldsecond.com
Member FDIC

Enjoy Great Food While
Dining in a Country
Atmosphere

9 E. Main Street • Glenwood, IL

708.757.7171
REES AUTOMOTIVE
Jim & Laura Rees
“Automobile Specialists
For All Your Auto Needs”

708-747-5700

550 W. 14th St. Rt. 30, Chicago Hts.

FUNERAL HOME
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

Established 1891

754-0016
Skyline Restaurant
• Breakfast • Lunch • Catering

708-755-1118

www.TrueHeightstx.com

6am - 3pm

Lake Perch, Ocean Perch, Cod,
Alaskan Whitefish, Shrimp or Chicken

Now Accepting New Clients
Comprehensive Mental Health
Counseling for the Community

KERR-PARZYGNOT

222 Vollmer Road Suite AA
Chicago Heights

Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily
FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 4pm - 9pm
ALL YOU CAN EAT

TRUE HEIGHTS
TREATMENT

START BANKING

1016 Dixie Hwy.
Chicago Heights, IL

708.248.7039

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!

18230 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430
708-798-5300
www.tews-ryanfh.com

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte.30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

• Breakfast • Lunch
• Catering/Parties
2155 W. 183rd St.
Homewood 708.922.0800
www.blueberrybreakfastcafe.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

LABOR*

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail
within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

x

75% 50% OFF

*After 12/31/19 customer will be eligible
for 50% off labor. Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Thomas E. Brabec
ATTORNEY

• Real Estate
• Wills • Trusts
• Estates

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

BLUEBERRY
HILL CAFE

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

708.960.0580

brabeclaw@gmail.com
18154 Harwood Ave., Ste. 204, Homewood

www.LawOfficesOfThomasBrabec.com

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
000226 St Kieran Church

www.jspaluch.com
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