St. Kieran Catholic Church
Sixth Sunday of Easter
May 17, 2020

“I will ask the Father, and he will give you . . .
the Spirit of truth.”
— John 14:16–17

Notes from Fr. John

T
oday we celebrate the Sixth
Sunday of Easter. In the Gospel Jesus

tells the disciples he will ask the Father
to send another Paraclete. He assures
them that his Father will send the Holy
Spirit. This will be the Spirit that gives
them courage, guidance and hope. He tells them not
to worry, but rather put that energy into doing good for
one another. As we face the corona virus that is our
instructions, where possible do good for one another. I
have seen examples of people making masks for
those who don’t have them, delivering food to those in
need, sending cards to those who are home bound,
and connecting with those who might feel the present
isolation in a greater way. Big or small each of us
continue the work of Jesus every day. At this point in
time this is our mission.
Last week was teacher appreciation day. As a
surprise to all of his teachers, Mr. Lungaro visited
each of their houses and left a yard sign behind. The
sign announced that a “Rock Star Educator Lived
here”. Considering where all our teachers live it was a
very busy day. The sign was a surprise and joy for the
teachers in a difficult time. Like many of you our
teachers continue to work from home while being
quarantined with family. Not always an easy task. We
didn’t do it, but we are blessed with a “Rock Star
Principal”. Thanks, Mr. Lungaro, for lifting the spirits
of the St. Agnes School faculty!

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — The people of Samaria accepted the word
of God preached by Philip; they received the Holy Spirit
(Acts 8:5-8, 14-17).
Psalm — Let all the earth cry out to God with joy
(Psalm 66).
Second Reading — Act with gentleness and reverence toward
all, so that when you are maligned those who defame you
will be the ones put to shame (1 Peter 3:15-18) or 1 Peter
4:13-16.
Gospel — I will not leave you orphans, but will come to you
(John 14:15-21) or Jn 17:1-11a.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Registration is in full swing for next year. I know
it is hard to even think about next year with all the
unknowns. However, we get it done though, we plan
on opening St. Agnes for the 112th year in August.
About half of our present students are registered right
now. We encourage everyone to register now. For
new families we ask you to call the school office at
756-2333. Mrs. Hamilton checks the messages every
day and will be able to talk with you, let you know
where you can see a virtual tour of St. Agnes, and
speak to other parents. In this time, we have to use
different methods as we register.
I heard this coming week is nurse’s appreciation week. I truly hope all of you stop and say thank
you to any nurse you know. And if you don’t know a
nurse pray for them all. They really are the backbone
of our healthcare in this country. They serve in
hospitals, clinics, our homes, and nursing facilities.
They are there when we can’t be. Thank you with all
of our heart.
Finally, I ask you to keep the parishioners of St.
Agnes and St. Kieran who have died during this crisis
in your prayers. Because of the restrictions we are not
able to support their families and friends in their time
of sadness. Some we may not realize are gone
because we missed an obituary. We hope that when
the crisis lifts, we will be able to celebrate all our
parishioners who have died. And we do pray for their
families in their sadness and grief.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:

Acts 16:11-15; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b;
Jn 15:26 — 16:4a
Tuesday:
Acts 16:22-34; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8; Jn 16:5-11
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22 — 18:1; Ps 148:1-2, 11-14;
Jn 16:12-15
Thursday:
Acts 1:1-11; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17-23;
Mt 28:16-20 (for Ascension); otherwise
Acts 18:1-8; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 16:16-20
Friday:
Acts 18:9-18; Ps 47:2-7; Jn 16:20-23
Saturday:
Acts 18:23-28; Ps 47:2-3, 8-10; Jn 16:23b-28
Sunday:
Acts 1:12-14; Ps 27:1, 4, 7-8; 1 Pt 4:13-16;
Jn 17:1-11a; or (for Ascension) Acts 1:1-11;
Ps 47:2-3, 6-9; Eph 1:17- 23; Mt 28:16-20
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Parish News & Events
May, 2020
RE: Parish Financial Update
Dear St. Kieran Parish Family,
It is encouraging to see so many people engaged in the life of our parish, supporting one
another during this difficult time. From our on-line prayer groups to the numbers connecting to
our YouTube Masses to our continued ministries supporting on-going care for those in need,
our parish family remains united as we bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to our community.
The Finance Council and I want to ensure you have a clear understanding of the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic on parish operating income and expenses. We project a 44% shortfall
in this year’s budget due in large part to decreased weekly offertory, but also due to the cancellation of some of our spring events and fundraisers. The Sunday offertory since March 15
(2020), including the Easter Collection, is 54% below the amount for the same period last year.
While we have been able to lower some expenses, the wages of our employees continue to
represent a large share of our operating costs. Our parish staff is working hard to maintain the
life of our parish and address the needs of our more than four hundred parishioners.
A substantial cushion has been built up in our savings account and is currently being used to
maintain our payments to the Archdiocese of Chicago (these payments include monthly
charges for Archdiocesan Assessment, PRMAA or Priests’ Retirement Fund, and Property &
Casualty Insurance.) With the assistance of the Archdiocese of Chicago, our parish applied for
and received money from the CARES Act Paycheck Protection Program. In accordance with
the provisions of the CARES Act, these funds may only be used to cover payroll and utility
expenses over the next two months. Any unused funds at the end of that two month period will
be returned. In addition, it is hoped that much of the CARES Act monies will be forgiven.
The Finance Council and I understand that this is a time of economic uncertainty and are truly
grateful to those who have been able to continue supporting our parish. St. Kieran remains
one family of faith; all members of the Body of Christ are vital to the us all. May God bless you,
your loved ones and our entire St. Kieran Parish Family.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor
St. Kieran Catholic Church
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Notes from Fr. Tom

T

he author Mark Nepo wrote: “There is very little difference between burying and
planting. For often, we need to put dead things to rest, so that new life can grow.
And further, the thing put to rest – whether it be a loved one, a dream, or a false way
of seeing – becomes the fertilizer for the life about to form. As the well-used thing
joins to the earth, the old love fertilizes the new, the broken dream fertilizes the
dream yet conceived; the painful way of being that strapped us to the world fertilizes the freer inner
stance about to unfold.”
With so much happening in the world around me, I am itching to begin work in the garden.
To pull up the old and prepare the ground to receive the possibility of something new. How things
will be in the future – in the way that we will do Church, in my own life - is still beyond my imaging.
But that image of planting as an act of faith and hope is something powerful that I want to hold on
to.
St. Fiacre is the patron saint of gardeners. If you have a plot of earth to garden, or even if it’s
just a single pot in the window, call upon the heroes of our faith who have gone before us and
planted hope in the world to inspire you to look forward to the harvest of beauty and love that we
know God will create for us and for our world.
Father Tom K

Cardinal Cupich has canceled, suspended, or
postponed all church events through the end
of May. This means that Religious Education
classes have been canceled, and First Communion and Confirmation have been postponed. Parents should review the last three
chapters of student textbooks with their children,
as it is unlikely that we will make up our last three
scheduled classes for the academic year.
The Religious Education Office will reach
out to affected families as soon as events are
rescheduled.
Please take this opportunity to strengthen
your family’s prayer life. There are many resources online for at-home prayer and worship. If
you need help locating these resources, e-mail
the R.E. Office at: stk-reoffice@comcast.net.
Please stay healthy and safe.

THANK YOU
FOR EVERYTHING!!!
Father John, the Pastoral Staff, and I wish to
thank all of our parishioners who so generously
continue to give their weekly and monthly donation amounts during this time when our church
remains temporarily closed. Through your
thoughtfulness, we have been able to maintain
our payments of our monthly bills, both locally
and to the Archdiocese, and to cover our payroll
for the employees of the parish. I am overwhelmed with your dedication and support of our
parish family. God Bless you all!
Sandy Vasek

Sixth Sunday of Easter
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V˒˜˒˝ ˞˜ ˘˗ ˘˞˛ ˠˎˋ˜˒˝ˎ!

Just go to www.stkieranchurch.org
♦
♦
♦
♦

On our website you can look up:
Our current and past bulletins
Archdiocese of Chicago recent updates
St. Kieran and St. Agnes Online Masses
Links to other Catholic websites
Our New Section: For this we Pray…
email us your prayer requests

Choose to follow us and you’ll receive an email
whenever a new post is published.
Have ideas of what you would like to see
added to our site or to comment on its content?
Email us to stk-webmaster@comcast.net

The St. Kieran Women’s Club wishes good
health, happiness, and blessings to the following
members who are celebrating a birthday in the
month of

May

Crystal Cady
Joan Hanley
Laverne Komers
Rosemary Maher
Mary Dolores Rosner
Millicent Stocker

Happy Birthday and God bless You!

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for
MAY 2020
For Deacons
We pray that deacons, faithful in their service
to the Word and the poor, may be an
invigorating symbol for the entire Church.
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ST. KIERAN PARISH MASS BOOK
CALENDAR YEAR 2020

The Parish Mass Book is open for Mass intentions for calendar year 2020. Masses are open for the following
days and times: Daily Mass (Tues. through Fri.) 8 AM; Saturday Anticipated Mass 5 PM; Sunday Masses 8 AM &
10 AM.
INDIVIDUAL MASSES MAY NOT BE SCHEDULED ON THE FOLLOWING DATES:
October 31/November 02, 2020
November 26, 2020
December 24/25, 2020
December 31, 2020/Jan 01, 2021
Stipend for each Mass is $10. Please complete the form below and send via mail to the Rectory Office at 724 W.
195thSt., Chicago Heights, IL 60411. A confirmation letter will be sent to you; allow two weeks for confirmation.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MASS REQUEST FORM FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2020
Person Requesting Mass(es): ________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, ZIP: ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________________
(1) Mass Intention Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Requested By: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
First Choice Date/Time

Second Choice Date/Time

Person Requesting Mass(es): ________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, ZIP: ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________________
(1) Mass Intention Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Requested By: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
First Choice Date/Time

Second Choice Date/Time

Person Requesting Mass(es): ________________________________________________________________
Street Address, City, ZIP: ____________________________________________________________________
Telephone Number: ________________________________________________________________________
(1) Mass Intention Name: ___________________________________________________________________
Requested By: _________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
First Choice Date/Time

Second Choice Date/Time

Sixth Sunday of Easter
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Dear Friends,
Catholic Charities food pantries are seeing record demand because of the economic impact of
the COVID-19 crisis. Our food pantry at St. Irenaeus in Park Forest is serving higher numbers
of families than usual, many of them first-time clients who have suddenly found themselves out
of work.
At the same time, we are finding it harder and harder to acquire some common food items. As
a result, we cannot provide families with as much food as they really need.
We need your help to ensure that our pantry shelves stay stocked. Here’s what you can do….
•

Make a Monetary Donation or Fundraise for Catholic Charities:
Donate or Fundraise online at https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/
CovidResponseSouthRegion or mail a check payable to Catholic Charities to 12731 S.
Wood Street, Blue Island 60406.

•

Make an In-Kind Donation: Organize a food drive, collect or purchase food for our food
pantry at St. Irenaeus or donate items from your home. Donation delivery and/or pick up
can be arranged by contacting our office at 708-205-9661.

We are grateful for the outpouring of generosity we have already seen. There can be no better
time when we can come together to help feed those in our community who have been so
seriously impacted through no fault of their own.
We ask for your continued support and prayers as we struggle to feed our neighbors in need in
the south suburbs.
With gratitude,
Christopher Torres
Regional Director
*If you organize a food drive, these are items most in need:
Canned vegetables
Peanut butter
Rice
Canned soup
Jelly
Macaroni and cheese
Dry cereal
Pasta
Tuna
Oatmeal
Pasta sauce
Canned fruit and fruit juice

CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO
South/Southwest Regional Oﬃce · 12731 S. Wood Street · Blue Island, Illinois 60406
(708) 430-0428
www.catholicchari es.net
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Our Troops

Air Force
E-3 Conor Fitzgerald
Major Anthony O"Shea
Army
PFC Roman Ambriz
E5 Patrick Atwater
Pavel (P.J.) Borak
Sgt. Brenden Flanagan
Sgt. James R. Hibbs
Sgt. Lucas Johnson
PFC Lee James Roché
CWO Thomas J. Seehausen
Coast Guard
Luke Stocker

There are dates available
throughout 2020 to purchase flowers
dedicated to a loved one
for the Holy Family Shrine
in the Church.

Marine Corps
SSgt. John Henry
LCpl. Joseph Johnson
Sgt. Patrick Russell
SSgt. Nathan Taylor
National Guard
Captain Paul LaBelle
Navy
Raymond J. Martinez
Rachel Steinmetz
Peace Corps
Hannah Basham

Thursday, May 21 – The Ascension of the Lord (unless transferred
Sunday); St. Christopher Magallanes and Companions

Kim Alexander
Daniel Klauck
Dennis Bandera
Rose Klauck
Bob DeBoer
Nick LoBue
Jan DeBoer
Nelly Mena
Philip Cameli
Jeannine Montgomerie
Janel Compton
Chloe Ochoa
Joanne Corrigan
Bernice Pappalardo
Jack DeLaney
Carol PeBenito
Kathie Diette
Jerry Plucienik
Chris Dymek
Jerry Piunti
Ava Emroll
Mary Prisco-Rodriguez
Laurie Emroll
Ramón L. Santiago
Bob Flaws
Sally Sklar
John Formentini
Ray Smith
Marlene Gaughan
Sandi Smith
Keri Gelsosomo
Gayle Tama
Kimberly Giles
Bess Vallese
Thomas Haggerty
Nancy VanHoutegan
Dominick Hamilton
Sister Joy Weideman
Belinda James
Police & Fire Departments,
Larry Janaszak
and All First Responders
Lucy Janaszak
... and all who are ill or injured, in a hospital or a nursing
home, as well as their relatives and caregivers.

Prayer list is being updated. To add a name to our Pray for
the Sick/Injured or Our Troops List, please contact the
rectory office.

to

8:00 a.m. • Purgatorial Society
Saturday, May 23 – Weekend day
5:00 p.m. • Louise and Roger Cameron,
req. by Dan and Mary Lou Segebarth
• Cathy Galligan,
req. by Ed and Brenda Wesley
Sunday, May 24 – The Ascension of the Lord; World Communications Day
8:00 a.m. • Kimberley Pharazyn
req. by Tom and Judi Katula
• Norman Mangano, req. by his sisters
• Living and deceased members
of the Yushkevich family,
req. by the family
• John Moro, req. by Joe Nardi
10:00 a.m. • Joseph and Adeline Blankenberger,
req. by Doug & Mary Helen
Blankenberger
• Living and deceased members
of Knights of Columbus Council 997
• Kim Rossi- Pharazyn,
req. by the Rossi family

All activities, events, and liturgies have been
suspended until further notice.
Please contact our website, www.stkieranchurch.org
for updates as they become available.

St. Kieran Catholic Church
724 West 195 Street, Chicago Heights IL 60411
Visit our Website at www.stkieranchurch.org

Parish Mission Statement:
St. Kieran Parish is a Catholic community within the Archdiocese of Chicago. Empowered by the Holy Spirit,
nourished by Scripture and Sacrament, we are called by Christ to become disciples and stewards. Through worship,
fellowship, catechesis, and service to all God’s children, we embrace our Lord’s challenge to live as family and be
his witnesses, beginning here in Chicago Heights.

Parish Staff:
Rev. John Siemianowski, Pastor
Rev. Thomas Kasputis, Associate Pastor
Rev. William O’Mara, Resident Associate

Deacon David Dutko
Deacon Emil Vasek

Weekend Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 5 PM; Sundays at 8 AM and 10 AM
Weekday Masses are celebrated Tuesday through Friday at 8:00 a.m.
Communion Services are celebrated on Mondays at 8:00 a.m.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated on Saturdays at 4:00 p.m.

Rectory Office, 708/755-0074:
Hours of Operation: 9 AM to 3 PM (Monday—Thursday)
Sandy Vasek, Office Manager, stk-business@comcast.net
Sheila Porrata, Bulletin Editor, stk-bulletineditor@comcast.net
Emily Hernandez, Parish Secretary, stk-parishsecretary@comcast.net

Religious Education Office, located at St. Agnes, 708/754-0713
Teri Klopp, Coordinator, stk-reoffice@comcast.net

Director of Music:
Mrs. Joanne Rossbach, 708/755-0074

Parish Ministries:
Knights of Columbus: David Nozar, 708/267-8253
Parish Council: Keith Betton, Kevin Deenihan, Sue Habegger, Tony Narcisi, Dave Nozar,
Terry Shelley, and Joe Sopron. Contact us at stk-ppc@outlook.com
St Kieran Women's Club: Teri Klopp, 708/912-3773, email: stkieranwomensclub@gmail.com

SACRAMENTAL/IMPORTANT INFORMATION
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM: Contact the Rectory Office to make arrangements. Regular Baptismal Sundays are the
first and third Sundays of the month at 11:30 a.m.
SACRAMENT OF MATRIMONY: Contact the Rectory Office at least six month prior to date of marriage.
SACRAMENT OF EUCHARIST TO THE HOMEBOUND: Please contact the Rectory Office to set-up visits.
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION: For adults who wish to know more about the Roman Catholic faith, please
contact the Rectory Office and the Director of Religious Education will contact you.
NEW PARISHIONERS: To become a member, please contact the Rectory Office for a registration form.
BULLETIN/PARISH CALENDAR: Bulletin information should be submitted by email to the Bulletin Editor. Contact
the Office Manager for arrangements to use parish facilities.

DR. FRANK NARCISI
275 W. 201st St., Chgo. Hts.
Evening & Saturday Hours

Enjoy Great Food While
Dining in a Country
Atmosphere
Breakfast & Lunch Served Daily
6am - 3pm

FRIDAY NIGHT FISH FRY 4pm - 9pm
ALL YOU CAN EAT

START BANKING
195 E. Joe Orr Rd., Chicago Heights
28 area locations! 1-877-866-0202
www.oldsecond.com
Member FDIC

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

PODIATRY • FOOT SURGERY
754-8161

TRUE HEIGHTS
TREATMENT
Now Accepting New Clients
Comprehensive Mental Health
Counseling for the Community

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.

222 Vollmer Road Suite AA
Chicago Heights

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.TrueHeightstx.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

KERR-PARZYGNOT
FUNERAL HOME
540 Dixie Hwy. (Joe Orr Rd.) Chicago Hts.

Established 1891

754-0016
Skyline Restaurant
• Breakfast • Lunch • Catering

708-755-1118
1016 Dixie Hwy.
Chicago Heights, IL

708.248.7039

18230 Dixie Highway
Homewood, IL 60430
708-798-5300
www.tews-ryanfh.com

Lake Perch, Ocean Perch, Cod,
Alaskan Whitefish, Shrimp or Chicken

9 E. Main Street • Glenwood, IL

708.757.7171
REES AUTOMOTIVE
Jim & Laura Rees
“Automobile Specialists
For All Your Auto Needs”

708-747-5700

550 W. 14th St. Rt. 30, Chicago Hts.

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes
CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
95 a month
Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$19.

NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MDMedAlert

Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide!

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

PANOZZO BROS. FUNERAL HOME
Since 1926

530 W. 14th St. (Rte.30), Chicago Heights
708-481-9230
www.panozzobros.com

BLUEBERRY
HILL CAFE
• Breakfast • Lunch
• Catering/Parties
2155 W. 183rd St.
Homewood 708.922.0800
www.blueberrybreakfastcafe.com

Thomas E. Brabec
Attorney
at Law
• Real Estate
• Wills
• Trusts • Estates

708-960-0580
18154 Harwood Avenue, Suite 204
Homewood, IL 60430-2154
Email: brabeclaw@gmail.com
Website: www.brabec-law.com

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

https://www.jspaluch.com/BulletinSubscribe.aspx
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
CALL BY 12/31 TO RECEIVE

Receive a $25 Lowe's Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

LABOR*

All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive
a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per
household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating
persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be
able to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons
are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their
immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the
past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,
transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if
it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail
within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other
promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe's and is subject to
change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 3/31/20.

x

75% 50% OFF

*After 12/31/19 customer will be eligible
for 50% off labor. Does not include cost
of material.
Offer expires 3/31/20.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed
never to clog or
we’ll clean it for
FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

*Guaranteed not to clog for as
long as you own your home, or
we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Larry J. Kimbrough

Agency Inc.
18300 S. Halsted St.,
Suite B-1
Glenwood, IL 60425

Team Member
Carol Reynoso Office: 708.991.2737

Office Hours: M-F: 9am-6pm | Sat 10am-5pm

Visit us at www.InsureWithLarry.com

Licensed to work in: Illinois, Indiana

ED THE PLUMBER
ED THE CARPENTER
Best Work • Best Rate
Satisfaction Guaranteed As
We Do All Our Own Work
Lic# 055-026066

$$ Parishioner Discount $$

708-652-1444

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY
000226 St Kieran Church

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

